December 2020
One in Faith Parish
St. Paul ..................................... 8:30 a.m.
Hope ....................................... 10:30 a.m.

St. Sebald ................................ 8:30 a.m.
St. John ................................. 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Margaret Yackel-Juleen
Cell Phone: 563-329-1366
Email: mryj2232@gmail.com
Pastor Clark Baldwin
Cell Phone: 563-929-6029
Email: clark@ewalu.org

Home Phone: 563-245-2006

Parish office: (563) 633-3885

oneinfaith@windstream.net
Secretary: Kris Morarend (563) 419-5329 - kmorarend@gmail.com

Dear Beloved Community in Christ,
As I write this, tomorrow is the traditional day that
we celebrate Thanksgiving. Most of you will be
celebrating in a different way from years past. For
Mark and I, it’ll be just the two of us. But not really
because we’ll have a “Zoom party” with our children
and grandchildren, hopefully my father and brothers
and families too. At the same time, all of you are with
us too – our family in Christ as we gather to thank
God for the blessings of this past year.
My heart is full today as I sit down to write this. At
the end of this church year and on the cusp of the
new one, I am full of gratitude for all of you – all of
us - Sinners and Saints and the amazing ways we
have all learned together to be flexible, loving and
kind in 2020! It has indeed been in the immortal
words of us as Midwesterners, an “interesting” year!
We’ve learned how to do worship outside: how to
cram two microphones and stands, two amplifiers,
two music stands, one electric piano and stand,
several chairs, (a partridge and a pear tree
) plus
communion wear into my little Honda, ready to drive
off to the next town park shelter for another outdoor
worship. We’ve learned that flat screen TVs are
great for worship. We’ve learned how to use Zoom
and how to access devotions and worship on
Facebook. We’ve continued to reach out creatively
with Christian Education and Vacation Bible School,
with takeout meals and prayer shawls, with prayer
and phone calls and notes.

But maybe most importantly, we’ve learned how to
care for one another and to more deeply respect each
other as God’s children even as we have differing
opinions on how things should go. We’ve come
through a trying year together and though we’ll have
trying months to work through together in the new
year, we know that we have a God who is faithful
ALL THE TIME! We have a God who loves us,
provides for us and who guides us through it all as we
work together for the good of all God’s people and
God’s creation.
This coming Sunday is the first Sunday of a new
church year, the first Sunday in Advent. Those days
when we light progressively more and more candles
and the light grows as the days grow progressively
shorter and darker, as we wait and we watch for God
to come to earth as the squalling infant Jesus –
(spoiler alert – God has already come – AND God is
coming again), let us not forget that we are called to
active waiting and active watching. We do this not
just by actively Christmas shopping and putting up
decorations but by actively loving others –
comforting the lonely, feeding the hungry, listening to
the hurting.
Be the Light! Shine the Light! Wear your masks!
Love one another and stay 6 feet apart!
In God’s light, life and love,
Pastor Margaret
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Advent worship schedule : Dec. 6th online; Dec. 13th
in person at all
churches; Dec. 20
online.
Dec. 24 - Christmas
Eve worship will
look different this
year. (See below.) No
surprise, right? To
make sure that we
have the safest
possible worship space for everyone, we’ll be offering
2 worship slots per congregation in our parish on
Christmas Eve but we’ll need each of you to sign up for
a slot so that we don’t go over the limit of people that
are safe to gather. It’s quite possible because of the
rise in COVID cases and for the protection of all of us,
including the most vulnerable among us that we may
need to shift this plan and go to all online worship on
Christmas Eve. Please know that online worship is still
worship and we’ll be able to do much more singing
when we’re online!
Please call, text or email Kris Morarend, our Parish
Administrator at 563-419-5329
(cell)/oneinfaith@windstream.net/ 653-633-3885
(parish office) to sign up for a slot.
***** Worship places and times on Christmas Eve are
as follows:
**Hope Lutheran (Littleport) 3:00 and 6:30 pm
**St John Lutheran (Arlington) 3:00 and 6:30 pm
**St Paul Lutheran (Volga) 4:30 and 8:00 pm
**St Sebald Lutheran (rural Strawberry Point) 4:30 and
8:00 pm.
As always – PLEASE WEAR YOUR MASK AND SOCIALLY
DISTANCE!!

St. Sebald Council
(No council meeting in November)
St. Sebald Council met Thursday, October 8, 2020.
Present: Kris Morarend, Jerry Harvey, Fuzz Brown, Bill
Hunt, Pastor Margaret, Wayne Yelden, and Nancy
Yelden. The council meeting was called to order at
7:00 pm. Pastor led devotions from Philippian’s Chapter
4- “Rejoice in the Lord”. The September 10 meeting
minutes were reviewed, and Jerry moved to approve,
Bill seconded, motion carried. Pastor reviewed her
monthly report highlighting that St. Sebald will be
having Affirmation of Baptism on Reformation Sunday,
Oct. 27, for Keaton Klingman and Caitlyn Druecker.
Pastor Clark was ordained and installed as our minister
on September 13 at a semi-private service at St. John
due to the pandemic guidelines. We officially welcome
him to our parish and congratulate him on this great
accomplishment.

There was discussion on the use of the TV during our
services. The suggestion was made to have black print
on the screen to help improve the contrast to read the
words better. The council members have received
positive comments in the implementation of using the
screen for services.
The monthly and quarterly financial reports for the
treasurer were reviewed. Bill moved to approve the
quarterly report, seconded by Jerry, motion carried. Kris
presented the St. Sebald Life Fund quarterly report
prepared by Mark Zwanziger. After review of the report,
it was tabled until the council could obtain further
clarification.
Kris continues to work with our Sunday School
children and is sending them packets of activities to
complete in their homes. Each family will also be
provided a Children’s Bible that can be used for
devotions with the children and family.
Fuzz painted the storage area in the balcony and will
monitor for any signs of needed repair.
Nancy has been in communication with the Navajo
Mission Preparatory School. They have changed their
sponsorship program due to the COVID. We will be
receiving a new student this year in the next few weeks
and will help to sponsor a partial tuition of $1,000 for
this student. The Lord’s Prayer was shared, and
meeting adjourned at 8:30 by Wayne, second by Fuzz,
motion carried.
Submitted by:
Nancy Yelden

St. John Council Minutes
St. John Church Council was held Tuesday,
November 10, 2020. Present: Marcia Rueber, Dennis
Nus, Doug Nus, Mark Schnell, Pastor Margaret, and
Deatra ODell. Absent: Penny Handke, Cassie Gruman,
and Joyce Knickerbocker.
President Marcia Rueber called the meeting to
order. Pastor Margaret led devotions based on Isaiah
65:22. The secretary’s minutes were reviewed and
approved with a motion by Mark, seconded by Dennis,
motion carried. The treasurer’s report was
reviewed. Doug moved to approve, Mark seconded,
motion carried. Monthly expenses: $4,670.63 and
monthly income was $5,226.40. The QSS account
balance was $353.15. After discussion, Mark moved to
give all the October noisy offering, the quarter tube
funds, and $200 from the general fund toward the QSS
account. Doug seconded, motion carried.
Pastor Margaret gave highlights of her report. Sunday,
November 22, will be a Thanksgiving service. Our
Christmas service is being planned with two options
being discussed. Pastor Hillary Burns Kite and Pastor
Margaret have completed a study on Luther’s Small
Catechism with the viewpoint from people of African
descent. At this time, we are signed up to do a
Youthworks Servant Trip this summer to Duluth, MN.
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Parish Education: November Sunday School packets
were mailed.
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Worship: Because of Covid-19, we are asking our
ushers to add lighting the candles to their list of duties as
we will not be using an acolyte at this time. Readers
will only be reading the Psalm, but should a reader not
be available, the officiating pastor will take this
responsibility.
Building and Grounds: The furnace inspector came,
no problems were detected, and a bill for his services
will be arriving. The tree in the parking lot nearest the
mailboxes will be taken down by Keppler, and Mike
Knickerbocker will take the wood with Doug and Dennis
picking up the smaller debris. An upright freezer was
donated to the church. The possible selling of the corner
lot on Park Avenue was discussed again with Doug
going to ask Matt Cook if he would be interested. The
women’s bathroom near the basement kitchen needs
attention as wallpaper is pulling away. Marcia said she
will try to find volunteers to remove the wallpaper,
inspect the plaster, and repaint. The vacuum on the
sanctuary level is possibly needing some attention.
Social Concerns: The Food Pantry is being used well.
Parish Board: The Parish Board continues to be alert to
Covid-19 guidelines and concerns. The Lenten schedule
has also been discussed.
Unfinished Business: The use of a projection
screen/TV is still being investigated. We have not seen
the estimate from D. B. Acoustics. With the high
number of Covid-19 numbers, there was discussion on
when/if we should go back to online services only. As
of this time, we will continue in-church services and
online as is on a Sunday by Sunday basis.
New Business: Plans for the lasagna meal are well
underway. Orders can be placed beginning November
27 through December 6. Bonnie will make posters and
Sherri will post on Facebook. The lasagna will be made
December 12th and distribution will begin by
appointment on Sunday, December 13. Penny and Gary
Handke donated the hamburger and Dean and Judy
Meisner donated the sausage. Decorating the church for
Christmas was discussed with council members taking
responsibilities.
Our next meeting may be December 8, 2020, at 7:00
P.M. Mark moved to adjourn, Doug seconded, motion
carried. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Deatra ODell, Council Secretary
Hope Council Minutes
The Hope Council met Nov. 15 in the church
fellowship room following the 10:30 worship.
Attending were: Jamie Burgin, Lori Fannon, Ron
Kuehl, John Hunt, Joddy Roys, Gary Thurn, Richard
Thurn and Joyce Thurn.
Richard called the meeting to order. Devotions were
based on Romans 12:5. “So we, though many, are one

body in Christ, and individually members one of
another,”
Old Business:
The fellowship room doors are still on order.
The annual community Thanksgiving service was
cancelled this year.
New Business:
John reported on the Parish Board Meeting. Outreach
has been good. The tentative Christmas Eve schedule
will have two services at each church. Reservations will
be accepted . The 2021 budget will increase slightly,
with Hope’s share being $63 per month more. One
payment to the parish will be forgiven in December.
Ron Kuehl, Gary Thurn and Jamie Burgin were
appointed to Hope’s budget committee.
Subscriptions to the Living Lutheran magazine will be
renewed.
The church Christmas tree will be decorated in time
for Advent.
LuAnn and John Hunt were thanked for conducting a
lay service Nov. 15.
Gene West and Marvin Dahling are retiring from the
building committee. Volunteers are needed to replace
them.
The 2021 usher list was approved.
Jamie reported on a revised Festive Holiday event
planned for Dec. 6 following worship.
The next meeting was set for Dec. 13 following
worship. The meeting adjourned followed by the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Joyce Thurn, secretary
Hope WELCA
Hope WELCA hosted a Parish Bible Study Nov. 5
with eight in attendance. Thank you to the St. John
ladies for providing bakery treats.
Pastor Margaret led the study on Session 3 of “Holy
Time,”—the “Holy Future.”
Offering for the day was delivered to Shepherd of the
Hills for the New Coat Project.
Hope Business:
The secretary/treasurer presented a written report.
Thank Offering Collection Sunday was Nov. 8.
Envelopes may be turned in until Dec. 5
A Bakeless Bake Sale is being conducted through
December. Thank you to those who have already
contributed.
Donations for the SOTH Christmas 4 Kids Project are
accepted Dec. 7 & 8 at the St. Olaf Auditorium.
Monetary donations can be mailed to SOTH, PO Box
36, St. Olaf, IA 2072.
The next WELCA Bible study and meeting is
scheduled for Dec. 5 at 9:30.St. Sebald WELCA
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Thanks to the generous outpouring of gifts to our No
Bake Sale Letter, St. Sebald’s WELCA has been able to
give to all of our ministries this holiday season and it is
more critical than ever. We have not been able to meet
due to the Covid Virus but we are sharing your gifts
with: Shepherd of the Hills, EWALU, Clayton County
Food Shelf, Lutheran Home Memory Care, Point
Women’s Club Coat Giveaway, St. Mary[‘s Food Shelf;
Navajo Indian Child (pending), National WELCA,
Cluster 9, and St. Sebald WELCA expenses.

Is the subject of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1
One in Faith Board Meeting
One In Faith Parish Board members met November 5,
2020, at 7 pm at Hope. Present: Pastor Margaret YackelJuleen, John Hunt, Judy Meisner, Dennis Nus, Tracy
Kregel, Lorna Christeleit, Kris Morarend, and Pastor
Clark Baldwin; Absent: Shelly Bushkofsky, Nancy
Yelden and Marlene Gould Meeting was called to
order by Chairman Tracy. Pastor Margaret opened with
devotion on 1st Corinthians.
Minutes: Moved by John, seconded by Dennis to
approve the August minutes, carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Moved by Lorna to approve the
treasurer’s report, seconded by Dennis, carried. Motion
by John for each church to skip half a monthly
commitment payment for the month of December,
seconded by Judy, motion carried.
Pastor’s Report Highlights:
**Current COVID data was reviewed. Protocols
currently in place will continue to be followed.
**A plan A and a plan B for Christmas Eve services was
discussed. Plan A being online service only and Plan B
being up to 8 services spread out throughout the
afternoon and evening for in person church worship.
With COVID driving the decision this could be a lastminute decision on which plan will be followed.
**An in-home baptism, 2 funerals and a wedding have
been performed by pastors since our last meeting.
Twenty prayer shawls have been handed out since end of
May.
**Pastors Clark and Margaret continue three times a
week online devotions.
**Women’s Bible study has been meeting in-person
sitting physically distanced and masked.
**Adult Bible Study will start again in November. on
Luther’s Small Catechism with a viewpoint from people
of African descent.

**Seven 7th and 8th grade students are attending
confirmation.
**A Youthworks Servant Trip for next summer is being
planned to Duluth, MN.
**Pastor Margaret is meeting via Zoom for continuing
education and also attended NE Iowa Synod Fall
Conference via zoom.
**Pastor Margaret and Mark will be on vacation
November 12-17.
Business:
**Decision was made by the board that if a member tests
positive for COVID and has been in church or attended
any church activity prior to the positive test result that
they should let one of the Pastors know. This
information will be kept in confidence. But, because of
possible exposure to other members, church in the
exposed church will be suspended for the next two
weeks. It was also agreed to let Tracy, Pastor Clark, and
Pastor Margaret make an executive decision as needed
on further closure of in-person church. **A tentative
Evening Lent service schedule was set: February 17
Ash Wednesday at Hope; March 24 at St. John; March 3
at St. Paul; March 10 at Hope; March 17 at St. John,
March 24 at St. Sebald; April 1, Maundy Thursday, at
St. Paul; April 2, Good Friday, at St. Sebald; St. John
will have 2:00 afternoon services each afternoon.
Easter: Hope at 6:30 a.m.; St. Paul and St. Sebald at
8:30; St. John at 10:30.
**Motion by Lorna to purchase licensing for music to be
put online for recorded church services from
“One License” for $450.00 per year, seconded by
Dennis, motion carried.
Next meeting: February 10, 2021 at St. Paul after
confirmation at approximately 7:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn by Judy, seconded by Lorna, motion
carried. Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

St. John Council is looking for some help in
refinishing the walls in the women's bathroom
by the kitchen (in that very short
hallway). We need someone to take the
wallpaper off of the walls. We need someone
to do a little plastering of walls. And we need
someone to do some painting. In such a small
space, only one person could be working at a
time. If you would be interested in tackling
one of these tasks, please let me know.
Marcia Rueber 563-608-2632
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Youth Servant Trip
We’re moving ahead with plans to go on our
Youthworks Servant Trip this coming summer – yeah!
We have some spots reserved the week of July 18-23
for a week in Duluth, Minnesota helping at food shelves
and meal sites as well as with Kid’s Club.
As we normally do, we’ll take a day after the week of
serving, stay at a
hotel and enjoy
some of the “sights
and sounds” the
city has to offer.
Pastor Margaret
has a list of
students and parents who were signed up and gave her
a deposit for last year when we couldn’t go because of
the COVID pandemic She needs to know by December
20th if you’re interested in coming with us on the trip
this coming summer. Also, there’s room for new
people! Let Pastor Margaret know you are interested by
the 20th with a deposit of $50. (Please make checks out
to One in Faith Youth) Thank you!

Ephesians 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God , which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

Prayer Requests may be phoned to (563) 6333885/563-419-5329 or emailed to the One in Faith
office –
oneinfaith@windstream.net
Please Hold in Prayer: Wayne
& Nancy Yelden; Pat
Chettinger, Marilyn Shaffer,
the Gernand Resident
Community;
Dorthy Lucas; Cathy Boyer;
Owen Dean Kregel and family;
Les and Elaine Peterson;
Dorothy and Art Eckheart;
Brenda Fliehler; Lynda Burgin;
Dick Clemen; Danielle Pape;
Bohanan Lentz; Jeremy Walz; Mary Lou Coonfare; Greg
Shaw; Pastor Jerome Godson; Jane Godson; Bob Blue,
Merlin Goedken, Daryl Baade, David Opperman, Luther
Pugh, Lawrence Kuehl; Joyce Erickson; Brenda Landis;
Brian and Becky Meisgeier; Bernice Fletcher; Kent
Klingman; Amanda Peterson; Charley Daisy; Adeline
Andreae; Lucas Baker; Barb Garms; Jim Miller; Wayne
Coonfare; Luke Baade; Myrna DeSotel; Linda Stoner;.
.Service people: Josef Von Handorf; Justin Minger;
Patrick Pryer; Justin Pryer; Jesse Gossett; Tabitha
Lambert; and other service men and women.

Please continue to send your financial gifts to your
churches as we can’t pass an offering plate during our
services because of COVID-19. We need your gifts to
continue doing ministry within our churches and parish.
Thank you so much!
• St John, 115 Park Ave., Arlington, IA50606
• St Paul, c/o Tracy Follon, Box 85 ,Volga IA
52077
• St Sebald, c/o Wayne Yelden, 14394 Drake Road,
Strawberry Point IA 52076
• Hope, 32513 Dinan Road, Elkader, IA 52043

Many thanks to the people of St.
Paul for all the wonderful pies
provided for the Everitt Sale held
recently!

St. John WELCA thanks all who participated
in our frozen pie fund
raiser. We made and
sold 164 pies!!!
We especially thank the
following ladies who met
three afternoons to assemble the pies: Judy Meisner, Karen
Glass, Karen Hamlett, Deb Watson, Marcia Rueber, Detra
O’Dell, Sherri Seedorff, Marilyn Seedorff and Sharon Reed.
With faithful hearts and lots of laughter and fun, the flour
went flying.
Thank-you to our pecan pie specialist, Gloria Aylsworth, and
to all who provided apples and fresh or frozen fruit.
Thank-you to Bonnie Nus and Sherri Seedorff for the
posters, FB messages and taking and organizing the orders.
Special thanks to Sharon Reed for the Thrivent Action Team
Dollars to purchase supplies and everybody else who donated
to help make this fund raiser a huge success.
The money raised will go towards budgeted benevolent
giving to Project Comfort and SOTH Christmas Just 4 Kids.
Extra will be carried over to 2021 to be decided on when we
can all safely meet as a WELCA group.

Enjoy the pies!
Thank you to Debbie Watson for the Thrivent
card to purchase supplies for the Halloween
Community meal St. John WELCA
served. Thanks to Sherri Seedorff for
making the meal and those that donated
bars. Approximately 75 meals were
served. Fun was had by all.
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Opportunities for faith growth in December

Clothing Center Updates

During the month of December we’re continuing our
opportunities for faith growth and enrichment as a
parish. Please tune in to devotions three times a week
on the One in Faith Facebook page, Pastor Margaret’s
Facebook page and Pastor Clark’s Facebook page. If
you’re not already receiving a link to the devotions and
the worship services by email and would like to have
your email address added to our list, please contact
Pastor Margaret, Pastor Clark or the church office and
we’ll get your email address added!
On Thursday, December 10th, at 9:30 am, we’ll have a
Women’s Bible Study (using the study in our Gather
Magazine – if you don’t have one, no worries. Come
anyway. We’ll have extras available) at Hope 32513
Dinan Road, Elkader. As always – PLEASE WEAR YOUR
MASK AND SOCIALLY DISTANCE!!
On Thursday evening, December 17th at 7pm, we’ll
meet by Zoom as we study Luther’s Small Catechism
with African Descent Reflections. If you would like to
join us, please let Pastor Margaret know so that you can
get a book from her ($8 a book) and she can send you
the Zoom link. If you have never joined in a meeting or
Bible Study by Zoom before, all you need is a computer
and a stable internet connection and you’re good to go.
We’d love to have you join us!
There are also several different opportunities offered
in this newsletter for you to grow in faith by serving.
Use the Advent Calendar of Giving and the Kindness
cards in your home as a fun way to love and serve your
neighbor!

At the time of this writing, the CENTER
remains CLOSED! Clients & Families are able to
utilize ALL SERVICES, even with the Center Closed!
The Office remains OPEN regular business
hours.. Heather is able to pack up household or
clothing items families are in need of for winter!

Christmas Just for Kids
Giveaway Days are Dec 9th – 11th. Plans were
put in place in late September to have families
set up appointment times for picking up their gift
bags, which allows for the safety of both clients &
volunteers,
IMPORTANT DATES:
December 7th & 8th
Christmas 4 Kids Project
Setup days -Auditorium
December 9h, 10th & 11th
Giveaway Days – Auditorium
December 24th – January 3rd
CLOSED for the Holidays

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service
2021

Our 2nd Annual Service will be held virtually
during the week of January 18th – 25th. for the
well-being of everyone. Bethany Lutheran
Church, Elkader, will host the event in 2021.

Annual Meeting 2021

The Shepherd of the Hills Annual Meeting will
be held February 21, 2021 at 2:00 pm. (held
virtually.) Assembly Booklets will be printed and
mailed to the Conference Churches within a few
weeks of the meeting date.

Reverend Martin D. Osterloh
Martin was born to Martin and Louise (Lohmeyer)
Osterloh, on November 22,1933 in Sidney, Nebraska.
He graduated Valedictorian from Kennard High School
in Kennard, Nebraska in 1951. Martin married Gladys
Volk on April 18, 1954, in Battle Creek, Nebraska. He
entered the Army and served honorably from 1955-1957.
Gladys and Martin had 7 children, Duane, Patty, Dean,
Dale, Michael, Brian and Bruce.
After Martin’s discharge from the Army, he and
Gladys farmed near Newmann Grove, Nebraska for 15
years. He also did substitute preaching at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Newman Grove, his home church.
He attended Dana College in Blair Nebraska and
graduated after 2 ½ years. Martin went on to Wartburg
Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, and graduated in 1978. His
internship was served at Immanuel, Elkport and Hope,
Littleport.
Upon graduation from Wartburg, his first call was to
Elkport/Littleport where they stayed until January 1981
Martin retired in 1998.
He is survived by his wife, Gladys, his 7 children, 10
grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren. Martin was
preceded in death by his parents, his brother Kenneth,
and granddaughter, Deanna Osterloh.
Memorials may be directed to Wartburg Seminary,
Dubuque, Iowa.
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Serving in December at Hope

Serving in December at St. Paul

Acolytes ................................ Confirmation Students
Ushers:
Dec. 6 ....................... Marvin & Annette Dahling
Dec. 13……….. .. Jim Hoth, Jeri Kay Schiffman
............. Hunter Thompson, John & LuAnn Hunt
Dec. 20 ..................... Marvin & Annette Dahling
Dec. 27……… .... Jim Hoth, Jeri Kay Schiffman
............. Hunter Thompson, John & LuAnn Hunt
Communion Assistant……………
Jamie Burgin
Altar Comm. …………. Betty Kuehl, Lori Fannon,
Janet Butikofer
Church Cleaning .......... Joyce Thurn, Richard Thurn
Special Offering ...................... Shepherd of the Hills

Acolyte .......................................... Keaton Klingman
Ushers .......................................... Pete & Karla Duff

Serving in December at St. Sebald
Acolyte ......................... Confirmation Student/Usher
Ushers:
Dec. 6 ........................... Wayne & Nancy Yelden
Dec. 13 ..................... Bryan & Jennifer Druecker
Dec. 20 ........................ Gary & Nancy Klingman
Dec. 27 ........................................... Tracy Kregel
Reader(s):
Dec. 6 ........................................... Kris Morarend
Dec. 13 ..................................... Nancy Klingman
Dec. 20 ..................................... Nancy Klingman
Dec. 27 ........................................... Tracy Kregel
Church Cleaning Week of:
Dec. 6 ........................... Wayne & Nancy Yelden
Dec. 13 ................................................ Bill Hunt
Dec. 20 ........................................Dave Otdoerfer
Dec. 27 ..................... Bryan & Jennifer Druecker
Flowers:
Dec. 6 ................................................. Poinsettias
Dec. 13 ......................................... Kris Morarend
Dec. 20 ........................................ Marjorie Lewis
Dec. 27 ..........................................Nancy Yelden

Serving in December at St. John
Ushers……………………..…...Jeri & Deb Watson,
Comm. Assist. ....................................Marcia Rueber
Altar Guild………………..Art & Dorothy Eckheart
Flowers………………………………...Deb Watson
Readers:
Dec. 6 ………………………....…… Jeri Watson
Dec. 13………………………........ Hali McIntyre
Dec. 20 …………………………...Deatra O’Dell
Dec. 27………………….…………. Eldon Benz

Special Newsletter Features
1. One In Faith Survey. Let
your voice be heard.
2.Reverse Advent Calendar.
3. St. John 2020-21 Bible
Study at Home.
a. Acts of Kindness Cards.
4. Poinsettia order form.
5. Frozen Lasagna Carry
Out form.
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Dec. 27 ................................................... John Moore
Dec. 28 ............. William Christeleit, Ashley Schuldt
Dec. 30 ............................................... Mary Knehans

Hope Birthdays
Dec. 3 .................................................. Jacob Clinton
Dec. 10 ................................................ Violet Genthe
Dec. 11 ............…Hunter Thompson, Isabelle Groth
Dec. 13 .................................................. John Minger
Dec. 17 ........................................ Kayla Weatherwax
Dec. 18 ............. Janet Butikofer, Diane McClintock,
Trisha Wiedner, Tanya Wiedner
Dec. 20 ..............Margie Harbaugh, Cheryl Williams
Dec. 25 ................................................. Ellen Clinton
Dec. 26 .................................................. Lisa Herman
Dec. 27 ......................................................Una Groth
Dec. 28 .......Carson McClintock, Samantha Wiedner
Dec. 30 ........ Kevin Kuehl, Patty Stewart, John Hunt
Dec. 31 ..................Knox Bolsinger, Bradley Haught

St. John Birthdays
Dec. 2 ....................................................... Cindy Call
Dec. 3 .................................................. Kandi Brewer
Dec. 6 ..........................T.J Alshouse, Torri Alshouse
Dec. 9 ...................................................... Ron Corbin
Dec. 12 ..................................................... Jon Harkin
Dec. 13 .................................................. Casey Wells
Dec. 14 ......................................... Ann Breitsprecher
Dec. 15 ............... Vanessa Hamlett, Charlie Gruman
Dec. 17 ..............................................Brenda Fliehler
Dec. 20 ................................................. Jesse Gossett
Dec. 22 ............................................. Serenity Woods
Dec. 27 ....................Chad Palas, Rick Breitsprecher,
Jaelynn Peterson
Dec. 29 ........................................... Elizabeth Cordes

St. John Anniversaries
Dec. 12 ..............................Terry & Mary Henderson
Dec. 15 .................................... Dale & Linda Adams
Dec. 23 ..................................... Daryl & Ruth Gamm
Dec. 24 ..................... Randy & Joyce Knickerbocker
Dec. 27 ..................................... Rod & Verna Corbin
Dec. 29 .......................... Bob & SueAnne Opperman

Hope Anniversaries
Dec. 8 ........................................ Dale & Cheryl Scott

St. Paul Anniversaries
Dec. 27 ....................................Jerry & Janice Everitt
Dec. 28 ........................... Dennis & Lorna Christeleit

St. Sebald & St. Paul Birthdays
Dec. 4 .................................................. Jheni Howard
Dec. 5 ....................................................... Gail Olson
Dec. 11 .......................................... Mary Bushkofsky
Dec. 13 ............................................ David Otdoerfer
Dec. 22 ................................................. Nick Knipper
Dec. 23 ......................................... Rhonda Klingman
Dec. 24 ................................................. Tiffany Faust
Dec. 25 .................Vickie Moyle, Jesus Joseph’s son
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Grandpa's hands
*Grandpa, some ninety plus years, sat feebly on the
patio bench. He didn't move, just sat with his head
down staring at his hands. When I sat down beside him
he didn't acknowledge my presence and the longer I sat
I wondered if he was OK. Finally, not really wanting to
disturb him but wanting to check on him at the same
time, I asked him if he was OK. He raised his head and
looked at me and smiled. "Yes, I'm fine, thank you for
asking," he said in a clear strong voice.
"I didn't mean to disturb you, Grandpa, but you were
just sitting here staring at your hands and I wanted
to make sure you were OK," I explained to him. "Have
you ever looked at your hands," he asked. "I mean really
looked at your hands?" I slowly opened my
hands and stared down at them. I turned them over,
palms up and then palms down. No, I guess I had never
really looked at my hands as I tried to figure out the
point he was making. Grandpa smiled and related this
story: Stop and think for a moment about the hands you
have, how they have served you well throughout your
years. These hands, though wrinkled, shriveled and
weak have been the tools I have used all my life to
reach out and grab and embrace life. They braced and
caught my fall when as a toddler I crashed upon the
floor. They put food in my mouth and clothes on my
back.
As a child my Mother taught me to fold them in
prayer. They tied my shoes and pulled on my boots.
They held my rifle and wiped my tears when I went off
to war. They have been dirty, scraped and raw, swollen
and bent. They were uneasy and clumsy when I tried to
hold my newborn son. Decorated with my wedding
band they showed the world that I was married and
loved someone special. They wrote the letters home
and trembled and shook when I buried my Parents and
Spouse and walked my Daughter down the aisle. Yet,
they were strong and sure when I dug my buddy out of
a foxhole and lifted a plow off of my best friend's foot.

They have held children, consoled neighbors, and shook
in fists of anger when I didn't understand. They have
covered my face, combed my hair, and washed and
cleansed the rest of my body. They have been
sticky and wet, bent and broken, dried and raw. And to
this day when not much of anything else of me works
real well these hands hold me up, lay me
down, and again continue to fold in prayer. These
hands are the mark of where I've been and the
ruggedness of my life. But more importantly it will
be these hands that God will reach out and take when
he leads me home. And with my hands He will lift me to
His side and there I will use these hands to touch the
face of Christ I will never look at my hands the same
again. But I remember God reached out and took my
Grandpa's hands and led him home.
When my hands are hurt or sore or when I stroke the
face of my children and wife I think of Grandpa. I know
he has been stroked and caressed and held by the
hands of God. I, too, want to touch the face of
God and feel His hands upon my face. When you
receive this, say a prayer for the person who sent it to
you and watch God's answer to prayer work in
your life. Let's continue praying for one
another, Passing this on to anyone you consider a
friend will bless you both. Passing this on to one not
considered a friend is something Christ would do.*

“YOU BETTER WATCH OUT,
YOU
BETTER
NOT CRY,
YOU
BETTER
NOT POUT
–
I’M
TELLING
YOU WHY…..
Santa Claus is coming
to Volga, Saturday,
December 5, 1-3 pM”
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